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Office of the Federal Co-Chair
1901 Assembly Street, Suite 370

Columbia, SC 29201
 

 
June 16, 2023

 
 
Christine Jacobs
Executive Director
* Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission
401 E Water St.
Charlottesville, VA 22902
 
Sent Electronically to: cjacobs@tjpdc.org
 
Once confirmed by the Senate as Federal Co-Chair of the Southeast Crescent Regional
Commission (SCRC) in January 2022, the journey of building an agency from concept to
actuality began.   Authorized by Congress in the 2008 Food, Conservation, and Energy Act
(“the Farm Bill”), this federal-state partnership’s mission is to build sustainable communities
and promote economic growth across its seven-state region which spans parts of Alabama,
Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia and all of Florida.
 
SCRC receives annual appropriations from Congress to invest in economic and infrastructure
development projects that reduce the effects of poverty, unemployment and outmigration. 
SCRC is committed to supporting job creation, building communities and improving the lives
of those who reside in its 428 counties and county equivalents. To accomplish this, it is
essential to build an effective, working relationship with local development districts (LDDs),
also known as Councils of Government, Regional Planning and Development Commissions,
Economic or Area Development Districts.
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SCRC FY23 Distressed Counties and County Equivalents- 166 


 


Alabama (3) 


Covington County, Geneva County, and Pike County 


Florida (24) 


Bradford County, Calhoun County, Citrus County, DeSoto County, Dixie County, Gadsen County, 
Glades County, Hamilton County, Hardee County, Hendry County, Highlands County, Holmes 
County, Jacksons County, Lafayette County, Levy County, Liberty County, Madison County, 
Okeechobee County, Osceola County, Putnam County, Suwannee County, Taylor County, Union 
County, and Washington County 


Georgia (74) 


Appling County, Atkinson County, Bacon County, Baker County, Baldwin County, Ben Hill 
County, Berrien County, Bibb County, Bleckley County, Brantley County, Brooks County, 
Bulloch County, Burke County, Calhoun County, Candler County, Charlton County, Clarke 
County, Clay County, Clayton County, Clinch County, Coffee County, Colquitt County, Cook 
County, Crisp County, Decatur County, Dodge County, Dooly County, Dougherty County, Early 
County, Echols County, Emanuel County, Evans County, Hancock County, Irwin County, Jeff 
Davis County, Jefferson County, Jenkins County, Johnson County, Lanier County, Laurens 
County, Lowndes County, Macon County, McDuffie County, Meriwether County, Mitchell 
County, Montgomery County, Peach County, Quitman County, Randolph County, Richmond 
County, Screven County, Seminole County, Spalding County, Stewart County, Sumter County, 
Taliaferro County, Tattnall County, Taylor County, Telfair County, Terrell County, Toombs 
County, Treutlen County, Turner County, Twiggs County, Upson County, Ware County, Warren 
County, Washington County, Wayne County, Webster County, Wheeler County, Wilcox County, 
Wilkes County, and Wilkinson County 


Mississippi (14) 


Clarke County, Forrest County, George County, Greene County, Harrison County, Jones County, 
Lauderdale County, Leake County, Neshoba County, Newton County, Perry County, Scott 
County, Stone County, and Wayne County  


  







 
 


2 
 


North Carolina (26) 


Anson County, Bertie County, Bladen County, Caswell County, Chowan County, Columbus 
County, Cumberland County, Edgecombe County, Greene County, Halifax County, Hertford 
County, Hoke County, Hyde County, Lenoir County, Martin County, Northampton County, 
Richmond County, Robeson County, Rockingham County, Sampson County, Scotland County, 
Tyrrell Count, Vance County, Warren County, Washington County, and Wilson County 


South Carolina (16) 


Abbeville County, Allendale County, Bamberg County, Barnwell County, Chester County, 
Chesterfield County, Clarendon County, Colleton County, Dillon County, Hampton County, 
Laurens County, Lee County, Marion County, Marlboro County, Orangeburg County, and 
Williamsburg County 


Virginia (9) 


Brunswick County, Buckingham County, Charlotte County, Danville City, Emporia City, 
Greensville County, Mecklenburg County, Pittsylvania County, and Prince Edward County 
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SCRC FY23 Transitional Counties and County Equivalents - 177 


 


Alabama (9) 


Autauga County, Coffee County, Crenshaw County, Dale County, Henry County, Houston 
County, Lee County, Mobile County, and Montgomery County 


Florida (30) 


Alachua County, Baker County, Bay County, Brevard County, Broward County, Charlotte 
County, Clay County, Columbia County, Duval County, Escambia County, Flagler County, 
Franklin County, Gilchrist County, Gulf County, Hernando County, Hillsborough County, 
Jefferson County, Lake County, Lee County, Leon County, Manatee County, Marion County, 
Miami-Dade County, Orange County, Pasco County, Pinellas County, Polk County, St. Lucie 
County, Sumter County, and Volusia County 


Georgia (36) 


Butts County, Camden County, Chatham County, Chattahoochee County, Crawford County, 
DeKalb County, Glascock County, Glynn County, Grady County, Greene County, Henry 
County, Houston County, Jasper County, Jones County, Lamar County, Liberty County, Lincoln 
County, Long County, Marion County, McIntosh County, Miller County, Monroe County, 
Muscogee County, Newton County, Oglethorpe County, Pierce County, Pulaski County, Putnam 
County, Rockdale County, Schley County, Talbot County, Thomas County, Tift County, Troup 
County, Walton County, and Worth County 


Mississippi (4) 


Hancock County, Jackson County, Lamar County, and Pearl River County  


North Carolina (33) 


Alamance County, Beaufort County, Brunswick County, Cabarrus County, Craven County, 
Davidson County, Duplin County, Durham County, Franklin County, Gaston County, Gates 
County, Granville County, Guilford County, Harnett County, Johnston County, Jones County, 
Lee County, Lincoln County, Montgomery County, Moore County, Nash County, New Hanover 
County, Onslow County, Pamlico County, Pasquotank County, Pender County, Perquimans 
County, Person County, Pitt County, Randolph County, Rowan County, Stanly County, and 
Wayne County 


South Carolina (19) 


Aiken County, Berkeley County, Calhoun County, Darlington County, Dorchester County, 
Edgefield County, Fairfield County, Florence County, Georgetown County, Greenwood County, 
Horry County, Jasper County, Kershaw County, Lancaster County, McCormick County, 
Newberry County, Richland County, Saluda County, and Sumter County 
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Virginia (46) 


Accomack County, Amelia County, Amherst County, Appomattox County, Augusta County, 
Campbell County, Caroline County, Charles City County, Colonial Heights City, Cumberland 
County, Dinwiddie County, Essex County, Franklin City, Franklin County, Halifax County, 
Hampton City, Harrisonburg City, Hopewell City, King and Queen County, Lancaster County, 
Louisa County, Lunenburg County, Lynchburg City, Nelson County, Newport News City, 
Norfolk City, Northampton County, Northumberland County, Nottoway County, Orange County, 
Page County, Petersburg City, Portsmouth City, Prince George County, Richmond City, 
Richmond County, Roanoke City, Rockingham County, Shenandoah County, Southampton 
County, Staunton City, Surry County, Sussex County, Warren County, Waynesboro City, and 
Westmoreland County 


  







 
 


5 
 


SCRC FY23 Attainment Counties and County Equivalents - 85 


 
Alabama (1) 
 
Baldwin County 
 
Florida (13) 
 
Collier County, Indian River County, Martin County, Monroe County, Nassau County, Okaloosa 
County, Palm Beach County, Santa Rosa County, Sarasota County, Seminole County, St. Johns 
County, Wakulla County, and Walton County 
 
Georgia (12) 
 
Bryan County, Cobb County, Columbia County, Coweta County, Effingham County, Fayette 
County, Fulton County, Harris County, Lee County, Morgan County, Oconee County, and Pike 
County 
 
Mississippi (0) 
 
North Carolina (10) 
 
Camden County, Carteret County, Chatham County, Currituck County, Dare County, Iredell 
County, Mecklenburg County, Orange County, Union County, and Wake County 
 
South Carolina (4) 
 
Beaufort County, Charleston County, Lexington County, York County 
 
Virgina (45) 
 
Albemarle County, Alexandria City, Arlington County, Bedford County, Charlottesville City, 
Chesapeake City, Chesterfield County, Clarke County, Culpeper County, Fairfax City, Fairfax 
County, Falls Church City, Fauquier County, Fluvanna County, Frederick County, 
Fredericksburg City, Gloucester County, Goochland County, Greene County, Hanover County 
Henrico County, Isle of Wight County, James City County, King George County, King William 
County, Loudoun County, Madison County, Manassas City, Manassas Park City, Mathews 
County, Middlesex County, New Kent County, Poquoson City, Powhatan County, Prince 
William County, Rappahannock County, Roanoke County, Salem City, Spotsylvania County, 
Stafford County, Suffolk City, Virginia Beach City, Williamsburg City, Winchester City, and 
York County 








Dr. Jennifer Clyburn Reed 


Office of the Federal Co-Chair 


Overview 


Established as a federal-state partnership by the 2008 Farm Bill (page 547, P.L. 110-234), SCRC 


was authorized to begin operating with the confirmation of a Federal Co-Chair in December 2021. 


SCRC’s mission is to build sustainable communities and strengthen economic growth across its 


seven-state region - Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 


Virginia. 


Currently, there are 428 counties and municipalities; 166, or 39%, are categorized as persistent 


poverty. SCRC was established to provide a comprehensive approach to addressing persistent 


economic distress. The Commission is on track to provide grants to support local and regional 


planning initiatives as well as economic and infrastructure development projects. Eligible entities 


for grants will include state, local and Native American governments, and public or non-profit 


organizations. Working in collaboration with our state partners, grant funds will respond to the 


following needs in local and regional development: transportation, basic public infrastructure, 


telecommunications, skill development, entrepreneurship, and business development, basic health 


care, tourism and recreation aligned with economic development and renewable and alternative 


energy. 


Organizational Structure 


As authorized, the SCRC consists of a Federal Co-Chair and participating state governors, of 


which one is named by the state representatives as state co-chair. Our current States' Co-Chair is 


Governor Henry McMaster of South Carolina. There is no term limit for the Federal Co-Chair. 


However, the States' Co-Chair is limited to two consecutive terms, but may not serve a term of 


less than one year. 


Legislative History 


The SCRC concept was first introduced by university researchers working on rural development 


issues in 1990 at Tuskegee University’s Annual Professional Agricultural Worker’s 


Conference for 1862 and 1890 Land-Grant Universities. In 1994, the Southern Rural 


Development Commission Act was introduced in the House Agriculture Committee. The 


concept was reintroduced in Congress and various non-governmental initiatives sustained 


discussion and interest in the concept. Supportive legislation was reintroduced in 2002, 


which led to other legislative efforts until authorization in 2008. 


WWW.SCRC.GOV 
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Your role as an economic development planner makes you eligible to receive  this
correspondence. The chart below contains one or more SCRC counties or county equivalents
in your service area.
 

SCRC Counties Served Albemarle (County), Charlottesville (City), Fluvanna
(County), Greene (County), Louisa (County), and Nelson
(County)

 
SCRC released the first Notice of Funding Available (NOFA) for the inaugural State
Economic and Infrastructure Development (SEID) grant program on Thursday, June 8, 2023. 
A link to the NOFA can be found by clicking here. The Commission has $20 million in SEID
funding to support local and regional planning initiatives for economic and infrastructure
development projects located within the SCRC footprint.
 
SCRC’s authorizing statute, 40 U.S.C., Subtitle V, §15501 (b)(c)(d), dictates at least 50% of
grant funds be allocated to distressed counties and isolated areas of distress and at least 40%
must be allocated to infrastructure projects tackling basic public infrastructure,
telecommunications and transportation.   Eligible entities are state, local and federally
recognized Indian tribal governments, other political subdivisions of the state  (regional
planning commissions, special purpose district of a state or local government engaged in
economic or community development activities or a consortium of political subdivisions) or
non-profit organizations. Grant funds may be used to address the following needs in local and
regional development: transportation, basic public infrastructure, telecommunications, skill
development, entrepreneurship, and business development, basic health care, tourism and
recreation aligned with economic development and renewable and alternative energy. 
Additional information on county economic designations can be found at scrc.gov. 
 
As one of 62 LDDs within the SCRC footprint, you are invited to participate in the agency’s
inaugural LDD program, a non-competitive grant program to assist your organization with
regional administration and planning. The grant will require LDDs to perform the following
activities:
 

a.)     operate as a lead organization serving multicounty areas in the region at the local
level;
b.)    carry out public outreach activities for local governments, businesses, community
development groups, and participate in SCRC programs, events, and policy initiatives;
c.)         serve as a liaison between citizens, businesses, state and local governments,
nonprofit organizations (including community groups and educational institutions);
d.)       assist in identifying, assessing, and facilitating projects and programs to promote
economic development of the SCRC region; and
e.)    provide technical assistance, application support and review, and other services to
SCRC and entities positioning to apply for SCRC funding.

 
To participate, you or a member of your staff must attend a virtual training session to learn
more about the SCRC LDD grant program and the process to receive financial
assistance.   Attendance is required.   Click on one of the following three options below to
register for a virtual training session.
 

Session 1         June 27, 2023             9:00 –10:30 am
Session 2         June 27, 2023             12:00 –1:30 pm
Session 3         June 28, 2023             3:00 – 4 :30 pm

https://scrc.gov/state-economic-and-infrastructure-development-seid-grant-program/
http://www.scrc.gov/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZArcu6upzIjH9XdVSqX21I0AEFXDTukmx5t
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0tduigrTssHdbECWrwdwo87Q0yFnQ0LImm
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwscOmgrjorEtCjpMf6I26oZuGkqJjfeJ5t


 
All LDDs are also required to work with the SCRC state program manager in the state where
the organization is located.  Your program manager is copied on this correspondence. 
 
Thank you for your leadership and I look forward to working with you to improve the
economic conditions of the SCRC region. 

If you have any questions, please contact Melissa Lindler, SCRC Chief of Staff, at 202-794-
0001 or   mlindler@scrc.gov. 
 
Kind Regards,
Jennifer Clyburn Reed
Dr. Jennifer Clyburn Reed
SCRC Federal Co-Chair
 
Attachments (List of SCRC Counties by Economic Designation and SCRC Overview)
 
 
cc:       Matt Weaver, VA SCRC State Program Manager, VA Dept. of Housing and
Community

Development, Office Phone: 804-371-7011, Email:
matthew.weaver@dhcd.virginia.gov  

 
Rachel Jordan, VA SCRC State Program Manager, VA Dept. of Housing

and Community Development
Office Phone: 804-773-9098, Email: rachel.jordan@dhcd.virginia.gov

           
Ashley Powell, SCRC Executive Director
Office Phone: 803-851-3356, Email: apowell@scrc.gov

           

Melissa L. Lindler, MPA, PMP

Chief of Staff to Dr. Jennifer Clyburn Reed, Federal Co-Chair

Southeast Crescent Regional Commission (SCRC)

1901 Assembly Street | Suite 370

Columbia, SC 29201

Email: mlindler@scrc.gov

Website: scrc.gov
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About the Southeast Crescent Regional Commission (SCRC)

The Southeast Crescent Regional Commission (SCRC) is a federal entity authorized in the
2008 Farm Bill to promote and encourage economic development in areas of Alabama,
Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, and all of Florida.  SCRC invests
in projects that help create jobs, grow communities and improve the lives of those who
reside in the 428 counties of the seven-state region.


